
This book is a collection of principles for the attainment of wealth 
and financial independence.  It was written by Napoleon Hill at the 
behest of American steel magnate Andrew Carnegie, who was 
fascinated with success and wanted to understand why some men 
became successful while others in very similar circumstances did 
not. 

Over two decades, Hill interviewed 504 people, including such 
luminaries as Ford, Wrigley, Wanamaker, Eastman, Rockefeller, 
Thomas Edison, Woolworth, Darrow, Burbank, Morgan, Firestone, 
and three United States Presidents.  Most of those interviewed 
began in poverty, with little education and influence. Yet, they all 
managed to become very successful at amassing staggering 
amounts of wealth.  Hill distilled his findings into a 13-step formula 
that begins and ends with very basic principles.  

The process painstakingly outlined by Napoleon Hill in this 
enduring book, despite all the care that went into its creation, is 
simple and basic.  Out of the life lessons learned by some of the 
wealthiest and most successful men in history, Hill has derived 13 
basic principles for the attainment of lasting wealth, and in this book 
he expounds on them using simple, clear and evocative language.
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Desire truly is the starting point of all achievement. To achieve any goal in life, first 
you must want it so much so that you can practically taste it.
   
Choose a definite goal and place all your energy, all your willpower and all your effort 
to the achievement of that goal.  Leave yourself no way of retreat. Think to yourself 
that you have to win, or perish in the attempt.  Only by doing so will you attain a 
burning desire to win and that is essential for success at anything.

Wishing alone will not bring riches.  You must desire riches with a state of mind that 
becomes an obsession.  You must then plan definite ways and means to acquire 
riches, and back those plans with persistence.  Lastly, you should not recognize the 
possibility of failure.

The method by which the desire for riches can be transmuted into actual riches 
consists of six steps:

1. Fix in your mind the exact amount of money you desire. It is insufficient 
merely to say, “I want plenty of money”.

2. Determine exactly what you intend to give in return for the money you desire.  
“Something for nothing” is a misconception.

3. Establish a definite date when you intend to possess the money.

4. Create a definite plan for carrying out your desire, and begin at once, 
whether you are ready or not, to put this plan into action.

5. Write out a clear, concise statement of the amount of money you intend to 
acquire, name the time limit for its acquisition, state what you intend to give 
in return for the money, and describe clearly the plan through which you 
intend to accumulate it.

6. Read your written statement aloud, twice daily, once just before retiring at 
night and once after arising in the morning.  You must believe that you are 
already in possession of that money.

If it seems impossible for you to see yourself in possession of money before you 
actually have it, here is where a burning desire comes to your aid. If you truly desire 
money so keenly that your desire is obsessive, you will have no difficulty convincing 
yourself that you will acquire it.  You become so determined to have it that you 
convince yourself you will have it.

The successful application of these steps calls for sufficient imagination.  All who 
have accumulated great fortunes first dreamed, hoped, wished, desired and 
planned before they acquired their wealth.
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Faith is a state of mind which may be induced or created by affirmation or repeated 
instructions to the subconscious mind through the principle of auto-suggestion.  In a 
nutshell, think you can win, and you will win.  It is the “eternal elixir” which gives life, 
power and action to the impulse of thought, and the starting point of all accumulation 
of riches.

How to Develop Faith
The method by which one develops faith where it does not already exist is extremely 
difficult to describe. Faith is a state of mind which may be developed at will after these 
thirteen principles have been mastered.  It is a well-known fact, though, that 
repetition of affirmation of orders to the subconscious mind helps you develop faith.  
In other words, repetition helps you believe.  To develop faith with the end of attaining 
a goal, you must constantly repeat that which you wish to come true.

Developing faith is truly vital because all thoughts that have been given feeling  
translate to reality. Any order given to the subconscious mind with faith and positive 
emotions will be met with success, because thoughts attract other similar or related 
thoughts. 

A word of warning here:  it is not only the positive emotions that may influence the 
subconscious mind, but also the negative ones.  You must resist negative emotions.  

Here are some techniques to help you:

· Demand of yourself persistent, continuous action towards the attainment of 
your purpose.

· Think, for thirty minutes daily, about the person you intend to become. 
Create a clear mental picture of that person.

· Demand of yourself the development of self-confidence for ten minutes 
daily.

· Clearly write down a description of your definite chief aim in life.

· Resolve never to engage in any transaction that would not benefit all 
concerned, and by this you attract to yourself the positive forces you mean to 
use.  Eliminate negative attitudes toward others.

Auto-suggestion is, put simply, self-suggestion.  This is a term that applies to 
suggestions and self-administered stimuli that reach one's mind through the senses.  
No thought, whether positive or negative, can enter the subconscious mind without 
the aid of this principle.  
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Step Three - Auto-Suggestion: The Medium for Influencing the Subconscious
Mind 
Step Three - Auto-Suggestion: The Medium for Influencing the Subconscious
Mind 

Step Two - Faith: Visualization of, and Belief in Attainment of 
Desire
Step Two - Faith: Visualization of, and Belief in Attainment of 
Desire
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This means that man has absolute control over what reaches his subconscious mind 
through his five senses.  However, he does not always exercise this control, which 
explains why so many people go through life impoverished.

When the written statements of desire for money are read and when one sees and 
feels oneself in possession of the money, the object of desire is directly 
communicated to the subconscious mind in a spirit of absolute faith.  When 
repeated, this procedure creates thought habits favorable to one's efforts.  

It is best to mix your thoughts with emotions so that the subconscious mind can 
propel action. Without feelings, no positive results will be experienced.    Another 
thing to remember:  the price of ability to influence one's subconscious mind is 
everlasting persistence.  So one's ability to use the principle of auto-suggestion will 
depend very largely on the ability to concentrate upon a desire until it becomes a 
burning obsession.

Here are concrete instructions in connection with the six steps regarding desire:

1. Go to a quiet spot and repeat aloud to yourself the amount of money you 
want, the time limit for accumulation, and the service or merchandise you 
intend to give in exchange.  See yourself in possession of the money 
already.

2. Repeat this night and morning until you can clearly imagine the money you 
want.

3. Place a written copy of the statement where you can see it night and morning 
and read it twice daily (morning and night) until it has been memorized.

Two kinds of knowledge exist:  general knowledge and specialized knowledge.  In 
itself, general knowledge will not attract money unless it is organized and intelligently 
directed to that definite end.  Knowledge only becomes true power if and when 
organized into definite plans of action.

Before you can be sure of your ability to transform desire into money, you require 
specialized knowledge of the service, merchandise or profession that you intend to 
offer in return for the fortune you desire.  If you need more specialized knowledge, 
you may choose to establish a group or a resource from which you can draw this 
knowledge from.  

You must decide what sort of specialized knowledge you need, as well as its 
purpose.  Some dependable sources of knowledge include one's own experience 
and education; that available through cooperation with others; colleges and 
universities; public libraries; and special training courses. It definitely pays to know 
how to purchase knowledge.

As knowledge is acquired, it must be organized and put to use for a definite purpose.  
It doesn't end there.  To be successful, you must continuously pursue specialized 
knowledge.  
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The imagination is literally the workshop where all plans created by man are 
fashioned.  The desire is given shape, form and action through the imagination.  

There are two forms of imagination, namely:

1. Synthetic imagination, through which one may arrange old concepts or ideas 
in new combinations.  

2. Creative imagination, through which all basic or new ideas are handed to 
man.  

Through creative imagination, you can attain direct communication with Infinite 
Intelligence.  It functions only when the conscious mind is vibrating at a very rapid 
rate. Rather, when it is being stimulated through the emotion of a strong desire.  
Lastly, the more it is used the more alert and functional it becomes, just as any muscle 
or organ develops through use.

Synthetic imagination is the faculty you will use more often to convert intangible 
desire into tangible money.  Plans must be made in order for this conversion to take 
place, and these plans are mainly formed with this particular faculty.

No one can succeed in accumulating money or achieve any other undertaking 
without organized plans that are practical and workable.   To be sure of success, you 
must have plans that are as faultless as possible, and must have access to the 
experience, ability, education and imagination of other minds.

You may find it necessary to:

· Ally yourself with a group of as many people as is necessary for you to create 
and carry out your plan.

· Decide what you may offer the members of your group, if any is needed, in 
return for their cooperation.

· Arrange to meet regularly and often with your group until you have perfected 
the plan or plans.

· Maintain perfect harmony between yourself and every member of the group.

If plans fail, keep in mind that it is only temporary defeat and not permanent failure. 
No man is ever whipped, until he quits all together.  Failure may only mean that your 
plans were not very sound. You must build other plans and start all over again until 
you find a sound, workable plan.  
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An analysis of the cases of 25,000 men and women who experienced failure show 
that lack of decision is near the head of the major causes of failure.  Procrastination, 
the opposite of decision, is an enemy every man must conquer.  

Another study, this time of several hundred people who have accumulated fortunes, 
disclosed the fact that every one of them habitually reached decisions promptly and 
changed these decisions slowly, if at all.  

Most of those who fail to earn enough money are easily influenced by others' 
opinions.  If you permit yourself to be influenced by these opinions when you reach 
decisions, you will not succeed in any undertaking.  If you let yourself be influenced 
by the opinions of others, you will have no desire of your own.

Keep your counsel by reaching your own decisions and following them. Take no one 
into your confidence except the members of your group. You must also take care in 
selecting the members of the group.

You have a brain and mind of your own. Use it to make your own decisions.  Those 
who reach decisions promptly and definitely know what they want in life and 
generally get it. These leaders decide quickly and firmly.  The habit of being 
indecisive must be avoided all together.

Persistence is an essential ingredient in the transformation of desire into its 
monetary equivalent.  The basis of persistence is the power of will.

If willpower and desire are properly combined, they make an irresistible pair.  Those 
who accumulate great wealth are generally known as cold blooded and sometimes 
ruthless.  Often, however, they are misunderstood. What they have is willpower. 

Most people are ready to give up when they encounter opposition or misfortune. A 
select few, however, carry on despite all opposition.  These successful ones push on 
until they attain their goals.  Lack of persistence is a weakness common to the 
majority of men, but it may be overcome by effort.  

Developing persistence requires:

· A definite purpose backed by burning desire.
· A definite plan expressed in continuous action.
· A mind closed tightly against negative influences.
· An alliance with friendly and encouraging people.

You may find it necessary to snap out of mental inertia.  You may have to move slowly 
at first and then work faster and faster until you get complete control of your will.  You 
must be persistent no matter how slowly you may need to go at the outset.  

Remember, with persistence comes success.  Keep this in mind to hearten yourself 
when the going is difficult.
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Power, in this sense, is organized and intelligently directed knowledge.  It is required 
for both the accumulation of money and the retention of accumulated money.  
Organized effort is produced through the combined and harmonious efforts of two or 
more people.

If power is organized knowledge, it may be derived from the sources of knowledge 
(infinite Intelligence, accumulated experience, and experiment and research).   

The Master Mind may be defined as coordination of knowledge and effort, in a sprit of 
harmony, between two or more people, for the attainment of a definite purpose.  No 
individual may have great power without availing himself of the Master Mind. 
Economic advantages may be created by people who surround themselves with a 
harmonious group of qualified men who lend him wholehearted aid. Psychic 
advantages accrue to the people whose minds are coordinated in a spirit of 
harmony.

To transmute, in simple language is to change or transfer one element, or form of 
energy, into another.  

Sexual desire is the most powerful of human desires. When driven by this desire, 
men develop keenness of imagination, courage, will power, persistence and 
creative ability unknown to them at other times.  The emotion of sex contains the 
secret of creative ability.

Sex transmutation, then, means the switching of the mind from thought of physical 
expression, to thoughts of some other nature.  When harnessed and redirected 
along better lines, this motivating force maintains all its attributes of keenness of 
imagination, courage etc.

It goes without saying that this calls for the exercise of willpower.  The rewards are 
definitely worth the effort.  The desire for sexual expression is inborn and natural and 
thus should not be submerged or repressed.  It should be given an outlet through 
forms of expression that enrich body, mind and spirit.

Scientific research has proven that the great achievers are men who have learned 
this art, and furthermore, that these men were motivated by the influence of a 
woman. All of whom have learned to transmute sexual energy to creative purposes.

The subconscious mind receives and files sense impressions and thoughts, 
regardless of their nature.  You may voluntarily plant in your subconscious mind any 
plan, thought or purpose which you desire to translate into its physical or monetary 
equivalent. The subconscious mind acts on dominating desires that have been 
mixed with emotional feeling, such as faith.
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You cannot entirely control your subconscious mind, but you can voluntarily hand 
over to it any plan, desire, or purpose that you want concretized.  As has already 
been mentioned only emotionalized thoughts have any action influence upon the 
subconscious mind. 

The possibilities of creative effort connected with the subconscious mind are truly 
stupendous and awe-inspiring.

Every human brain is both a broadcasting and receiving station for the vibration of 
thought.  Every human brain is capable of picking up vibrations of thought that are 
being released by other brains.

When stimulated or “stepped up” to a high rate of vibration, the mind becomes more 
receptive to thoughts that reach it through the ether from outside sources. This 
stepping up process takes place through positive emotions or negative emotions.  

Vibrations of an exceedingly high rate are the only vibrations picked up and carried 
by the ether from one brain to another. Thought which has been stepped-up by 
emotions vibrates at the highest rate of all.  The emotion of sex is the most intense 
and driving emotion.

The operation of your mental broadcasting station is a relatively simple procedure. 
You have but three principles to bear in mind and to apply: 

1. The subconscious mind.
2. Creative imagination.
3. Auto-suggestion. 

For all his vaunted intelligence, man understands little or nothing of the intangible 
forces at work in the world. The greatest of which is the force of thought.  That said, 
though, efforts are underway to unravel the mysteries of this realm. At any rate, it is 
still very much usable by mankind, whether or not we understand its intricacies.

The sixth sense is that portion of the subconscious mind that was referred to earlier 
as creative imagination.  It is the receiving set through which ideas, plans, and 
thoughts flash into the mind.   These thoughts are sometimes called hunches or 
inspirations.  True understanding of the sixth sense, however, can only come by 
meditation through mind development from within.

The sixth sense probably is the medium of contact between the finite mind of a man 
and infinite intelligence. For this reason, it is a mixture of both the mental and the 
spiritual. It is believed to be the point at which the mind of man contacts the Universal 
Mind.

Step Twelve - The Brain: A Broadcasting and Receiving Station for ThoughtStep Twelve - The Brain: A Broadcasting and Receiving Station for Thought

Step Thirteen - The Sixth Sense: The Door to the Temple of WisdomStep Thirteen - The Sixth Sense: The Door to the Temple of Wisdom
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Through the aid of the sixth sense, you will be warned of impending dangers in time to 
avoid them.  You will also be notified of opportunities in time to embrace them.  In 
addition with the development of the sixth sense, a “guardian angel” will come to you 
that will open the door to the Temple of Wisdom.

The sixth sense defies description to someone who has not mastered the other 
principles of this philosophy.

Before any portion of this philosophy can be used successfully, the mind must be 
prepared to receive it.  The preparation begins with study, analysis, and 
understanding of three enemies, which need clearing out - indecision, doubt and 
fear.  

Where one is found, the other two are close at hand.  Indecision crystallizes into 
doubt; the two mix and become fear.  These three enemies are so dangerous 
because they can take root and grow without their presence being observed.

There are six basic fears, a combination of which every human suffers at one time or 
the other. Most people are fortunate if they do not suffer from the entire six.

They are: 

· The fear of poverty.
· The fear of criticism.
· The fear of ill health.
· The fear of the loss of a loved one.
· The fear of old age.
· The fear of death.

Fears are nothing but states of mind.  A state of mind is subject to control and 
direction.  Also, as we have already discussed, man's thought impulses begin 
immediately to translate themselves into physical equivalents, whether said thoughts 
are voluntary or involuntary.  

Since everyone has the ability to completely control his or her own mind, people can 
choose to become open to these fears, or shut their doors completely on them.

The Seventh Basic Evil
In addition to the six basic fears, this is another evil by which people suffer. For want of 
a better term, it is referred to as susceptibility to negative influences.  Without doubt 
the most common weakness of all men is the habit of leaving their minds open to 
other people's negative influences.  

How to Outwit the Six Ghosts of FearHow to Outwit the Six Ghosts of Fear
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We have absolute control over only one thing - our thoughts!  And that is why we 
must protect their sanctity.  

So much can begin with our thoughts and also end with them.  Our minds are our 
spiritual estates!
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